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How |
Raised a
Champ

Broke, pregnantand 17,
Linda Armstrong Kelly

used humor and hard

work to build a life with
her live-wire son Lance

Dallas, Linda Armstrong Kelly was

17 when she gave birth to her son
Lance. She soon split with his father,
whom she describes as an abusive hus-
band, and struggled to support herself
and her son while living with her own
father, who had long struggled with alco-
holism. In her new memoir with Joni
Rodgers, No Mountain High Enough: Rais-
ing Lance, Raising Me, out April 5, Kel-
ly, 51, says that, though later years would
bring public triumphs—Lance's six Tour
de France wins and her career as a
telecommunications executive—her
greatest joy has always been her only
child. In turn, Lance is her biggest fan.
“What would | have been without her?”
he writes in the book’s introduction. “A
barroom brawler maybe. Or an arsonist.”

Ralsed in public housing projects in

My dad was the only one who was tru-
ly happy for me when I announced 1
was bringing this new creature into
the world. When he showed up at the
hospital, he was completely sober for
the first time in my living memaory.
Daddy took care of Lance during the
day while I went out job hunting. After
I found a temporary position at the
post office, [ helped Daddy study for
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the postal exam so he could get a job
there too. The baby and I slept on Dad-
dy’'s old sofa, breathing easy, and I'm
certain our presence helped Daddy
stay on the wagon.

We were dead broke, me and my son.
I never had much trouble finding a job,
I was a hard worker. But I had trouble
keeping jobs, because the working
world hadn’t quite caught up to the

ever," says
Kelly (with him
at Lance's
home in Austin

in February).
“| hawled.”
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